
Project Details
Size            29,087 sf new/66,144 gross sf

Use            Intermediate (3rd and 4th Grade)

Setting      Rural

Certified   Silver

TELLURIDE 
INTERMEDIATE 
SCHOOL
Addition



30%
energy use 
reduction

TellurideSchoolDistrict (TSD)demonstratesits commitmentto environmental
stewardshipand fiscalresponsibilityby harnessingthe power of the sun with
locallymaderenewableenergy. TheSanMiguelPowerCommunitySolarArray,
a community-sharedsolarfacility locatedabout50 mileswestin sunnyParadox
Valley, Colorado,offsetting a significantportion of energy used for school
operations.¢{5Ωǎpurchaseof 2,352 solarPVpanelsin the 1.1 megawattarray
generatesanaverage866,000kWhof cleanenergyeachyear.

Retrofits have also been made to the existing buildings, like upgraded
mechanicalcontrols,LEDlighting,highefficiencyboiler plant replacement,and
variable speed pumping. Through the use of sensorsand controls in the
BuildingAutomationSystem(BAS),TSDcandecreasetheir energyusagewhile
maintainingcomfortableconditionsin the buildings.
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BEYOND LEED| operations and community solar
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sustainable 
curriculum per 
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annually

ENERGY
TheTellurideIntermediateSchoolwasdesignedto reducethe energyusewhile
still harvestingdaylight and views to the mountains. The improved building
envelope features enhanced thermal performance and air infiltration
mitigation, glazingconsistingof low-e coating and argon insulatinggas that
blocksUV raysalongwith overhangsthat provide shadeduring the summer
months. Daylightsensorsreduceelectriclightingwhendaylightisavailable.

WATER
As a mountain town in Colorado,the watershedis an important local issue.
Studentslearnabout how weather,water, and peopleshapethe land,making
water conservationa highpriority. Therestroomsin the TellurideIntermediate
Schoolare equippedwith high efficiencytoilets that useonly 1.28 gallonsper
flush(GPF),low-flow faucets,andhighefficiencyurinals.

HEALTH
Thequality of the indoor learningenvironmentis critical to student success,
health, and well-being. 80% of the educational spacesin the Telluride
IntermediateSchoolaredaylitwith viewsto the SanJuanMountains. Materials
with no/low VOCsalongwith upgradedair filtration reducetoxinsin the air and
occupancysensorsprovideoccupantswith increasedoutsideair and controls
allowfor lightingandair temperatureadjustmentsbyoccupantsto overridethe
BASmanagement.

INNOVATION
Sustainable curriculum at the Telluride Intermediate School will create 
awareness and understanding of the regional issues of importance given the 
location of the Telluride (e.g. local watersheds, transportation, energy usage, 
recycling, agricultural practices, etc.)  As part of the current curriculum all 
students in the 3rd and 4th grade study many of these issues, with a particular 
focus on weather, climate change, and local watersheds.
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